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AppTipSheet – Converting a Photoshop Elements 
Catalog to Lightroom  

 
 
I have been using the Organizer in Photoshop Elements to manage my photos and videos since 
Adobe first combined it with Photoshop Elements 2 to create Photoshop Elements 3 (PSE 3). It 
has served me well.  
 
Adobe has routinely updated the program annually to incrementally add new capabilities and 
features. I have installed each new version. Over the years I have created and maintained 
multiple Catalogs for a variety of reasons. All my photos and more recent videos are contained in 
two main Catalogs, that together have over 60,000 items. I have other special Catalogs for 
primarily videos. I even have a Catalog devoted to managing my large collection of MP3 audio 
recordings.  
 
However, I have decided to move on to a workflow that uses Lightroom for media management 
and editing, and Photoshop CC for more involved editing. I have used both programs for several 
years as well, but not as my primary software. It is not that PSE no longer works for me. It is just 
that I want to expand my horizons a bit. 
 
In this AppTip Sheet, I will describe the steps I have taken to convert One of my PSE Catalogs to 
Lightroom CC Classic.  
 
I will be using my PSE 2019 Catalog that essentially contains all the photos/videos shot before 
2015. I started a new PSE Catalog at the beginning of that year.  The name of the PSE Catalog is 
“PSE 2019 Fixed Prime Photos 7-3-14”. This Catalog has 46932 total items. 
 

 45,522 Photos 
 1,137 Videos 
 98 Audio Files 
 175 PSE Projects 

 
The vast majority of the media are on a Drobo, Drive O. But as shown in the left column in the 
figure below, they are scattered all over my PC on various internal and external drives.   
 



1/24/2019 

Converting PSE Catalog to Lightroom.docx 2 

 
 
Preparing the PSE 2019 Catalog 
 
Lightroom has a command to import PSE Catalogs. But before converting/importing the Catalog 
to Lightroom, you should ensure that your PSE Catalog is as clean as you can make it.  
 

1. It will make things easier in Lightroom if all the media reside in subfolders of a single 
“super” folder. This will allow the media to be backed up more easily.  

a. In my subject catalog for this AppTip Sheet, this was done to the extent practical. 
b. Additionally, I tried to at least get all of the media to a single drive as practical, 

Drive O. 
c. The Move command of PSE 2019 can be used to clean up the folder structure. 

2. To the extent possible, delete all of the media that you do not need or want to use in the 
future. Make sure that you set the option to delete the items from the disk as well, or you 
will end up with them being essentially unmanaged..  

 

 
 

3. Use the Reconnect > All Missing Files command to reconnect any disconnected images. 
You should probably delete any images that you cannot reconnect.  
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4. Repair and then Optimize the Catalog. 
 

 
 

a. If it comes back and says there are no errors, select Repair Anyway. 
 

 
 

5. For a variety of reasons, you may have some Tags within the Imported Tags Category of 
PSE. You should reassign these Tags to their own unique tag or integrate them you’re 
your existing Tag structure.  

a. The general approach to doing this is to first find the proper Keyword Tag, and 
then assign the photos for the Imported Tag to it. 

b. Then delete the applicable Imported Tag.   
6. An optional step is to employ the PSE command Save Metadata to Files command. This 

is not necessary since Lightroom obtains the Keyword Tag information from the PSE 
Catalog database. However, for other programs to make use of your PSE Keyword Tags, 
they have to be actually written to the photo files. They generally will be found in the 
Comments or Description field of the image when viewed by an external program. 

a. This only works for photos; metadata cannot be written to video files.  
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7. Next, make sure the right Catalog is open in PSE 2019, or at least is the last one used. 
8. Open Lightroom and create a new Catalog by File > New Catalog. Name and locate its 

folder. 
9. Then click on File > Import a Photoshop Elements Catalog. Note, the warning you see in 

the figure below is because I had already previously imported this PSE 2019 Catalog. 
And it was the Catalog I had opened in Step 7. 

 

 
 

10. Lightroom CC Classic will then import and convert your PSE 2019 (or earlier versions) 
Catalog to a Lightroom Catalog. This could take some time for large catalogs.  

11. When the importing has completed, your converted catalog opens in the Library module 
as shown below.  
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1. Future tutorials will cover how to use the various modules of Lightroom.   
 


